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Stalker Hides Under Woman's Bed for Two Days

Reported by Jane Watrel, NBC 

WASHINGTON D.C. -- A stalker hid under a woman's bed for two days -- just for the chance to be alone with her. How he got the keys to her house is the scariest part, and it's a serious reminder of the need to be cautious before handing over your keys.  Read full report here!

Key Control Systems

The above article genuinely speaks to the need for key control.  Today, getting a copy of your key made without your knowledge has never been easier.  The DIY center, swap meets, drug stores, just about anywhere that has enough counter space to set up a key machine, will duplicate your key.  And the belief that having DND or “Do Not Duplicate” stamped on your key will protect you from unauthorized key duplication is just wrong.  It’s about as effective as a “keep off the grass” sign. Both announce the owner’s desires, but neither are enforceable.  True key control systems start with controlling the key blank.  If a key cutter does not have the correct key blank, there is no way they can duplicate the key.  Its that simple… no key blank, no duplicate key!  

Consumers have several options regarding key control systems that are mostly obtainable from reputable security dealers.  The level of security you’re looking for will dictate the type of systems available to you.  Manufacturers of key control products, which include the key, cylinder and sometimes the locking hardware including padlocks, generally offer several levels of key control within their product offerings.  On one end of the scale, they have a uniquely designed key that is sold only by them and packaged with their locking hardware that requires special key machines to cut their keys.  The fact that these machines are expensive, require special training and can be complicated to operate quickly narrows down the field to mostly security dealers.  On the other end of the scale, these same companies offer their product in a highly restricted keyway that is limited to the number of dealers it has in a given region.   This level of key control often requires the dealers to purchase the rights to obtain the keyway if it’s available in their area.  This greatly reduces the number of dealers where the consumer can go to get keys made, thus offering the customer the very best of key control…and that’s only the beginning.  

When the need for additional keys arise, the customer must present special identification that identifies them as being authorized to have the keys made.  There are several ways this is done and is determined by the manufacturer’s procedures for obtaining the keys.  Normally, the “Special Identification” is included when the product is purchased.   If the person requesting keys fails to produce the required identification or has misplaced or lost their identification, the keys will not get made.  Dealers not following the procedures for issuing the keys will have their rights revoked by the manufacturer, and the remaining supply of key blanks will be confiscated… as well as their buying privilege.   

With these types of key control systems, you can be reasonably assured that when you get your key back from someone who it was issued to, the odds of them having an additional copy of your key is inconceivable.  Comlock Security Group is one company out of only a handful in California that has made the investment to obtain one of these highly restricted special keyways. Incidences like in the above news article would not likely have occurred if the victim had been using a key control product. Key control should be your first line of defense in your overall security efforts.   If you’re looking for key control or want to learn more about these special key systems, give us a call at 714 633-1499 we’ll be glad to help you!  

What You Must Know About Spyware Right Now

Spyware is like the new technological nuclear weapon on the internet. Spyware can not only damage the health of your computer but it can also steal your personal identity other personal information. Spyware is software that is hidden inside legitimate downloads that you come across on the internet. An example would be the growing number of file sharing programs and free mobile ring tone advertisements that you come across on the internet. If you have teenagers in your household, it's imperative that they know the dangers of using these programs as what takes 2 minutes to download and listen to, can take a good few hours to remove the damage left behind after being infected with spyware.

Spyware can slip past anti virus programs and firewalls as it is created to look exactly like an innocent part of the download you just requested. This low down trickery allows the spyware publisher into your computer. Once the spyware has installed itself on your machine it can reap havoc in many different ways. Spyware can cause your computer to crash and attack other programs on your computer similar to the way a virus does. Spyware's most common task is to record and report back your internet surfing habits, like what sites you visit, how long you spend on the sites, what you download etc. One of the most frightening aspects is that spyware can actually record what information you type into your internet browser, this includes your credit card details, user names and passwords. Having access to this information allows the spyware publisher to commit identity theft pretty easily.

Spyware removal software should be installed on every single computer. The software is programmed to scan deep into your computer in search for any spyware parasites it has a record of in its database, this is why it's important to keep your software updated as many new spyware threats are being released every week. Spyware can be virtually anywhere on your computer and is usually disguised as integral parts of your computer. You need spyware removal software on your computer as it acts as your ally in the spyware battle. The software can detect these parasites and remove them from your computer.

The best way to stay protected from this ever evolving threat is to always have up-to-date spyware removal software on your computer and have at least some understanding of how spyware operates. Get knowledgeable with small chunks of useful information by visiting Spyware Advice where we provide free up to date information on what moving in the spyware world.

Resources to Help You Learn About and Protect Yourself from Identity Theft

There is a new bill that is being passed, it is a very weak bill but if passed, it will prohibit using a social security number for identification purposes. This bill should take affect in 2006.

If you feel you have been a victim of identity fraud, contact the Department of Justice, consumer protection division. They offer mediation with identity theft; they also have a hot line for consumers that is available 8-5 Monday – Friday. They maintain a database of written complaints that goes back to 1998. They offer seminars to school, seniors or your group.

Be aware that 40 million crooks obtained credit card numbers this past year, “Be Suspicious”. Also be aware that most identify theft is not reported, especially when it involves family members, so the statistics are off. These statistics show that consumers lost $5 billion last year when in actuality it is closer to $50 billion. There have been an estimated 9.9 million victims in America.

U.S. Postal Inspection Service 
http://www.usps.com/postalinspectors
Federal Trade Commission 
http://www.consumer.gov/idtheft/
877-IDTHEFT or TTY – 202-326-2502

U.S. Secret Service 
http://www.secretservice.gov
Department of Justice 
http://www.usdoj.gov/criminal/fraud/idtheft
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
http://www.fdic.gov/consumers
Equifax 
http://www.equifax.com 
800-525-6285

Experian 
http://www.experian.com 
888-397-3742

Trans union 
http://www.transunion.com 
800-680-7289

Social Security Administration Fraud Hotline
PO Box 17768
Baltimore, MD 21235
800-269-0271 
http://www.socialsecurity.gov
North American Securities Agency Administrators (NASAA) 
http://www.nasaa.org
Better Business Bureau 
http://www.search.bbb.org/search.html
United States Postal Service 
http://www.usps.com
National Do Not Call Registry 
http://www.donotcall.gov 
888-382-1222

Direct marketing Association Consumer Assistance
http://www.dmaconsumers.org/consumerassistance.html Registering by mail is FREE and registering online is $5.00. To remove your name from national mailing lists by mail:

Mail Preference Service
Direct Marketing Association
PO Box 643
Carmel, NY 10512

Identity Theft Resource Center 
http://www.idtheftcenter.org 
858-693-7935

International check service 
800-526-5380

Telecheck 
800-927-0755

Certegy Check Services 
800-437-5120

Internet Fraud Complaint Center 
http://www.ifccfbi.gov/index.asp
Fight Identity Theft 
http://www.fightidentitytheft.com/
Michelle Dunn has over 17 years experience in credit and debt collection. She is the founder of Never Dunn Publishing, LLC, is a writer, consultant and the Editorial Advisor for Eli Financial Debt Collection Compliance Alert Newsletter. Michelle started M.A.D. Collection Agency and ran is successfully for 7 years. She owns and runs Credit & Collections.com a free online community for credit and business professionals.

She has written 5 books in her Collecting Money Series and is currently writing a book for the Streetwise Series, part of the Adams Media Corporation. For more information on Michelle’s services or to order any of her books please email her at michelle@michelledunn.com or visit http://www.michelledunn.com & http://www.credit-and-collections.com
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