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How to prepare for an access control purchase

Article by BuyerZone.com

Access control systems let authorized employees get in and out of various parts of your business while keeping
other people out. They can range from simple electronic keypads that secure a single door to large networked
systems for multiple buildings that can include parking lot gates, integration with time and attendance systems,
and multiple levels of security.

The increased security provided by a modern access control system is important to many types of businesses —
and for businesses working with government contracts; it's often a requirement. However, they also greatly
simplify management of your facility: no need to replace lost keys, hunt down old keys from terminated
employees, or wonder who has access to which areas.

Before you start investigating access control systems, sit down and determine the purpose the system will

serve. The most basic role of an access control system is to keep out anyone who’s not supposed to enter an

area. This can be the front door, a parking garage, a server room, a personnel records room, or any other
sensitive area.

All computerized access control systems keep records of
when doors where opened and by whom. However, you may
want one that functions as part of a time tracking system, to
automatically punch workers in and out for payroll purposes.
The system will still only grant access to authorized users,
but the focus is more on time tracking than on having airtight
security. For this application, you'll need an access control
system that is compatible with your time and attendance
software. If your staff is mostly salaried, this component won't
be nearly as important.

Galaxy Access Control Systems

Another point to consider: how secure do you need the system to be? A basic system usually features a keypad
or swipe card. Higher security applications may require multiple means of authentication (a card and thumbprint,
for example) and include more redundancy. They're also more expensive.

Finally, consider what other systems need to connect to your access control system. Monitored alarm systems
and CCTV systems are two good examples. Make sure you include any connectivity requirements in your initial
conversations with access control vendors.



Sizing your system

Once you understand the basic role the access control system will serve, think about the number of doors you
need to secure. Smaller installations may include just one: a server room with an electronic keypad lock is a
common example of a very small access control system. Remember that not every door has to have access
control — you can simply leave some locked and only give keys to appropriate personnel.

If you plan ahead a little when purchasing your system, you’ll find it fairly
easy to expand later. The smallest systems, designed for one or two doors,
are not very expandable, but many four and eight door systems can be
linked together when you need to expand. Once you know the number of
doors you’ll be securing, gather information on each one: the physical
makeup and use of your doors will impact the type of locks and entry
systems you need. Are some doors for customers, and some only for
employees? Are the doors wood, steel, or aluminum and glass? Are any
designated as fire doors? Do you have any garage doors or parking lot gates
to control?

Larger installations may include more than one site. An access control system that can be operated over a
network lets you manage the security at all your locations from a central point.

Free exit and controlled exit systems

Another key distinction in access control systems is the difference between free exit and controlled exit systems.
In a free exit system, there is no requirement for leaving a secure area. The system either detects someone
approaching an exit (usually with motion sensors) and unlocks the door, or has a release button or bar that
allows people to leave.

Controlled exit systems use the same security for travel in both directions: employees have to enter the code
or wave their card to get in or out of the secure area. By law, access control systems have to be set up to allow
people to exit if the system fails or power goes out. Controlled exit systems increase both security and your
overall costs.

To learn more about Access Control Systems contact us here for your FREE access control system primer, a
$35.00 value!

About home alarm trunk slammers

One of the major problems in the industry is home alarm "trunk slammers".
These people sell alarm systems door-to-door, and the name is consistent
with what they do - sell a home alarm system directly out of their cars, and
then slam the trunks shut and drive away.

Often times, these unlicensed trunk slammers don't have an office, registered employees, or even insurance.
They won't even examine your home or find out what kind of home alarm system you would like. Their lure is to
provide free or very cheap alarm systems to anyone who signs a long-term monitoring contract.

Three typical problems with this seemingly harmless method of doing business:
1. The home alarm isn't necessarily free. The equipment may be leased with fees that are built into the

monthly pricing that the trunk slammer doesn't explain when going over the contract with you. Once the contract
is up, the alarm company can take the equipment back if you don't renew.



2. The contracts don't stay with the trunk slammer. Trunk slammers will buy several home alarm systems
from a larger company at a deep discount. They then sign up any potential customer they can find and sell the
signed contracts to the alarm company. The customers aren't told who to turn to for service - and then don't
know who they should contact if they have questions or problems.

3. You may place private information in the wrong hands. To ensure you can make the monthly monitoring
payments, many licensed home alarm dealers require your social security number to run a credit check. With
identity theft becoming an increasing worldwide problem, you can't afford to put your personal information in the
hands of someone off the street.

Before you do work with any home alarm dealer you're considering, make sure you research them with outside
organizations like the Better Business Bureau, the National Burglar & Fire Alarm Association (NBFAA), or your
Attorney General's office. They can provide information on service quality and if they have all necessary state
and local licenses. Legitimate dealers should have no problem providing you with their license or a list of
references.

Despite the temptation, don't go with any home alarm company simply because of the promise of
the cheapest system equipment and setup.

~S—

Helpful Tips to Overcome Procrastination

Many among us, on many instances, have the habit of putting aside to a later time or day some things that
needs to be done or acted upon like a project, work, job, or duty. For purposes of discussion, we will confine
ourselves to procrastination on repair works typically at home. It equates to other circumstances as well.

Procrastination is one habit that is hard to beat. We procrastinate for various reasons:
1. When we think that the work that needs to be done can afford to wait or be delayed.
2. When we are busy with something else we think is more important.

3. When we do not like the work involved or when it is difficult to do.

4. When we are not sure if the work that needs to be done will be effective.

5. When the things needed in the work are not yet available or incomplete.

6. When we forget about it.

+ %3‘ = And many other reasons like laziness or a combination of the above.
f a1 Hard to beat as it is, we stand to gain more and virtually loose nothing if we overturn this habit.
- Check out these helpful tips:

1. When we think that a work can afford to be delayed, it can also afford not to be delayed. By having the work
done without further delay, we feel a sigh of relief making the load of work on our back lesser or lighter, which
eventually makes us feel better.

2. After being busy with something more important and you have time to spare, this spare time can be used to
attend to the things on the pending list.

3. Delaying work that is difficult makes the work even more difficult. A leak on the roof may not be harmful if it
doesn't rain; but once it rains, water goes into the house resulting in wet floors and carpets and eventually, the
extent of damage could be more than can be imagined.

4. When we are not sure if work that needs to be done will be effective, we must seek advice from people who
are more knowledgeable on this field. Procrastinating won't help.

5. Delayed work due to incomplete materials will remain delayed unless we fill in the incomplete items. Again,
procrastinating won't help.



6. Make a list of all pending work in the house and post it on the refrigerator door to constantly remind us about
them.

Bottom line is:

We may feel lazy at times and tend to delay some work that needs our attention. It's
understandable that 'starting' to get a job done is the most difficult part, but once you
have started, half of the job is already done and the second half will be easy.

Every time you feel like procrastinating, picture yourself as the job that needs to be
done - like a prisoner wherein justice being delayed results to justice being denied.

Michael Lee is the author of "How To Be A Red Hot Persuasion Wizard," an ebook
that reveals powerful secrets on how to get anything you want, including how to
tremendously improve your relationships, explode your profits, win arguments, and magically influence others.

Dumb & Stupid Laws in California — Still on the books!

e Many animals are illegal to own as pets, including snails, sloths, and elephants.

e Bathhouses are against the law.

e In an animal shelter, lizards and snakes are treated under the same guidelines as cats and dogs.

e No vehicle without a driver may exceed 60 miles per hour.

e Women may not drive in a housecoat.

e |tis a misdemeanor to shoot at any kind of game from a moving vehicle, unless the target is a whale.

Arcadia
e Peacocks have the right of way to cross any street, including driveways.

Alhambra
e You cannot leave your car on the street overnight without the proper permit.

Baldwin Park

e Nobody is allowed to ride a bicycle in a swimming pool.

Belvedere
e City Council order reads: “No dog shall be in a public place without its master on a leash.”

Blythe
e You are not permitted to wear cowboy boots unless you already own at least two cows.

Burlingame

e ltisillegal to spit, except on baseball diamonds.
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Carmel

Ice cream may not be eaten while standing on the sidewalk. (Repealed when Clint Eastwood was
mayor)

Women may not wear high heels while in the city limits.

Chico
Detonating a nuclear device within the city limits results in a $500 fine.

Downey
Itis illegal to wash your car in the street. (Passed 1995).

Hollywood

It is illegal to drive more than two thousand sheep down Hollywood Boulevard at one time.

Lafayette
You are forbidden to spit on the ground within 5 feet of another person.

Lodi
Itis illegal to own or sell “Silly String”.

Lompoc
It is illegal to posses, own or raise roosters. This is considered disturbing the peace.

Long Beach

Itis illegal to curse on a mini-golf course.
Cars are the only item allowed in a garage.

Los Angeles
Toads may not be licked.

You may not hunt moths under a streetlight.

It is a crime for dogs to mate within 500 yards of a church. Breaking this law is punishable by a fine of
$500 and/or six months in prison.

You cannot bathe two babies in the same tub at the same time.
Zoot suits are prohibited.
It is illegal to cry on the witness stand.

It is illegal for a man to beat his wife with a strap wider than 2 inches without her consent.



Ontario
Roosters may not crow in the city limits.
Pacific Grove

Molesting butterflies can result in a $500 fine.

Palm Springs
Itis illegal to walk a camel down Palm Canyon Drive between the hours of four and six PM.

Pasadena
It is illegal for a secretary to be alone in a room with her boss.

Prunedale
Two bathtubs may not be installed in the same house.

Redlands
Motor vehicles may not drive on city streets unless a man with a lantern is walking ahead of it.

Riverside

One may not carry a lunch down the street between 11 and 1 o’clock.

San Diego
The owners of houses with Christmas lights on them past February second may be fined up to $250.

It is illegal to shoot jackrabbits from the back of a streetcar.

San Francisco
Persons classified as “ugly” may not walk down any street.

Prohibits elephants from strolling down Market Street unless they are on a leash.
Itis illegal to pile horse manure more than six feet high on a street corner.
Itis illegal to wipe one’s car with used underwear.

San Jose
It is illegal to have more than two cats or dogs. -Ord. 7.08.595

Santa Monica
You may not play percussion instruments on the beach.

Temecula
Ducks have the right of way to cross Rancho California St. at all times.



Humor, Can’t live without it!

A guy is reading his paper when his wife walks up behind him and smacks him on the back of the
head with a frying pan.

He asks, "What was that for?"
She says, "l found a piece of paper in your pocket with 'Betty Sue' written on it."

He says, "Jeez, honey, remember last week when | went to the track? 'Betty Sue' was the name of the horse |
went there to bet on." She shrugs and walks away.

Three days later he's reading his paper when she walks up behind him and smacks him on the back of the head
again with the frying pan.

He asks, "What was that for?"

She answers, "Your horse called."”

Peter called his doctor’s office for an appointment. “I'm sorry,” said the receptionist, “we can't fit you in for at
least two weeks.”

“But | could be dead by then!”

“No problem. If your wife lets us know, we’ll cancel the appointment.”

One day, a grandpa and his grandson go golfing. The young one is really good and the old one is just giving him
tips.

They are on hole 8 and there is a tree in the way and the grandpa says, "When | was your -°

age, | would hit the ball right over that tree. -
" So, the grandson hits the ball and it bumps against the tree and lands not to far from -

where it started. - - —

"Of course," added the grandpa, "when | was your age, the tree was only 3 feet tall."
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